What Conservation

Looks Like In Maine

Toors To BUILD A FUTURE FOR OUR WooDS, WATERS, AND WILDLIFE

aine has a long history of using and caring for its

woods, waters, and wildlife. It is not, however, a

perfect history. Even before Maine became a

state, white pine stocks were greatly depleted and cod over-
fished. Later, migrating waterfowl were recklessly slaugh-
tered. Maine’s rivers became personal and industrial sewers.
Critical winter deer yards were threatened by excessive timber
harvesting. When Maine’s citizens saw such losses and degra-
dation, they turned their concerns into action. These actions
have created Maine’s environmental laws and have generated
intense interest in finding new ways to

access to ocean waters, Maine moved to inventory remain-
ing public lots on the coastline, secured local and state
ownership, and built boat ramps and parking lots. When
federal incentives for local energy production caused a
rush to dam the nation’s last free-flowing rivers, Maine
answered this threat with the Maine Rivers Study and
designed first-of-its-kind legislation to protect Maine’s
most valuable rivers. When piping plovers became endan-
gered, Maine landowners worked with state agencies and
conservation groups to protect the birds” nests on their
beachfront property.

permanently protect our most valuable
lands and waters.

Long before the recent conservation move-
ment gained strength, many private
landowners were already finding ways to
keep remote trout ponds remote and
coastal islands safe for nesting seabirds.
~ That so much of Maine's landscape is still
unspoiled is a tribute to some landowners’
foresight, as well as to the land’s remote
and often inhospitable nature.

However, these individual efforts and the
region’s remoteness are no longer suffi-
cient to secure what remains of Maine’s
wild lands. Even our most secluded lakes
face development pressures; 52% of all wild land develop-
ment occurs on Maine’s most pristine lakes. As recently as
1996, a forty-one acre lot subdivision was proposed for four
remote high-value trout ponds deep in previously undevel-
oped regions near Baxter State Park.

Conservation in Maine has traditionally followed a number of

steps, often initiated by a determined group of citizens. First,
the valuable resources are located and evaluated and the

Jsing the many tools

 that already work so

- well to conserve our

natural resources, we

can build creative

- solutions to secure a
future for Maine’s
woods, waters, and

wildlife.

The process of locating and identifying
significant woods, watets, and wildlife
habitat has intensified in recent years.
Maine agencies and several large timber
corporations are mapping critical wildlife
habitat; the Biodiversity Project has locat-
ed and studied representative ecosystems;
and Maine Audubon Society has created
GIS maps detailing concentrations of
valuable recreational and ecological lands
in our state.

Deciding how to best use, manage and
protect these resources may sometimes be
a controyversial process. Fortunately,

Maine has many tested and successful
conservation tools designed to secure the future of Maine’s
woods, waters, and wildlife.

changes that threaten them are examined and documented in ~ #/~ %]

private, state or federal studies. Then, a strategy to manage
or protect the resource is suggested. Finally, a landown-
er, nonprofit organization or government agency
secures conservation of the resource.

Maine has many successful exam- 3 T_H D
ples of this process. When a real estate
building boom threatened to eliminate public
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CONSERVATION EASEMENTS are voluntary legal agreements that
allow landowners to place permanent restrictions on the
amount and type of future development and other uses on all or
part of the property they own. The easement holder, usually a
local land trust or government agency, ensures that the restric-
tions are maintained in perpetuity. Conservation easements are
a flexible tool that allow landowners to meet their financial, per-
sonal, and conservation goals, live and work on their land, sell
it, or pass it to heirs, knowing that it will always be protected.
Easements may reduce landowners’ and heirs’ tax burdens, and
they are less expensive than direct land acquisition.

Conservation easements purchased under the federal Forest
Legacy Program ensure that 1,800 acres along Cupsuptic Lake
and 8,500 acres along Pierce Pond will remain ”working
forests.” These easements set standards for
environmentally sound timber man-
agement, provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, and canoeing, and
protect important wildlife habitat. '
Great Northern Paper Company
donated conservation easements to
Maine that restrict development along
the East Branch and West Branch of the
Penobscot River, two of Maine's
most valuable and remote river
recreation sites.

CONCEPT PLANS are land use plans initiated by the landowner
and reviewed by the Maine Department of Conservation.
They may include permanent commitments to conservation in
specific areas in exchange for variences in land-use regula-
tions in other areas. To gain approval from MDOC’s Land Use
Regulation Commission, the proposal is crafted to balance
protection of natural, scenic, and recreational values of the
land with the landowners’ commercial goals.

A concept plan created by Lowell & Company Timber
Associates for their forestlands in Attean Township and
Dennistown Plantation includes protection for much of the
shoreline and backcountry areas while developing other
accessible shorefront building lots. Though ownership of the
property has changed since the plan was drafted, the protec-
tions remains in place.

CORPORATE CONSERVATION INITIATIVES are voluntary efforts by
landowners such as timber companies to identify and protect
areas of unique ecological, scenic, recreational, or historic

importance. Since the landowner designs the conservation
plan, this is a flexible way to protect the resource while pur-
suing business objectives. These initiatives also show tangible
evidence of corporate commitment to conservation and may
deliver strong public image dividends.

A conservation initiative created by Champion International
Corporation preserves two areas of the Machias River.
“Special Places in the Forest” programs include 30 acres of 100
year-old red pine forest along the river’s headwaters and a 55-
acre preserve at Holmes Falls, valued for its scenic waterfalls,
Atlantic salmon and brook trout spawning grounds, and its
historical significance from log-driving days.

LOCAL LAND TRUSTS are nonprofit organizations, often staffed by
community volunteers, that own purchased or
donated properties, hold and monitor
= conservation easements, help
landowners develop conservation
plans for their properties, and
., raise funds for these activities.
. Land trust holdings are generally
.. small, but represent significant or
~ ecologically important local land-
scapes. In the last 15 years, over 70 local
land trusts have helped secure the future
of over 10,000 acres of prime Maine lands.

Rangely Lakes Heritage Trust is a local land trust that holds
and monitors the conservation easement for large shoreline
tracts owned by timber companies on Mooselookmeguntic
and Cupsuptic Lakes and important trail corridors in Maine’s
western mountains. The Mahoosuc Land Trust owns 35-acre
Kendall Island and 22-acre Philbrook Island on the
Androscoggin River,

CERTIFIED TIMBERLANDS are evaluated by independent compa-
nies and certified as being managed and harvested on an
environmentally sensitive and sustainable basis. By adopting
ecologically responsive forest practices, Maine’s “green certi-
fied” timber producers meet increasing domestic and interna-
tional market demand for certified wood products, and can
increase long-term profitability of their timberlands.

Seven Islands Land Corporation is the first Maine timber compa-
ny to receive international green certification for its forest prod-
ucts. Maine Audubon Society used Seven Islands lumber in its
5,400 square-foot Environmental Center building, which includes
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